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SUBJECT: MULTILATERAL AFFAIRS: KOREA 

REFERENCES: (A) DAR ES SALAAM 2471 (NOTAL) (B) STATE 
163997 

1 . FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF US-ROK MUTUAL DEFENSE TREATY OF 
1953, WHICH POSTS MAY WISH TO ADD TO TEXTS OF NORTH KOREAN 
DEFENSE TREATIES WITH SOVIET UNION AND CHINA THAT WERE 
TRANSMITTED REFTEL. 

BEGIN TEXT: THE PARTIES TO THIS TREATY, REAFFIRMING THEIR 
DESIRE TO LIVE IN PEACE WITH ALL PEOPLES AND ALL GOVERNMENTS, 
AND DESIRING TO STRENGTHEN THE FABRIC OF PEACE IN THE 
PACIFIC AREA, 

DESIRING TO DECLARE PUBLICLY AND FORMALLY THEIR COMMON 
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DETERMINATION TO DEFEND THEMSELVES AGAINST EXTERNAL ARMED 
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ATTACK SO THAT NO POTENTIAL AGGRESSOR COULD BE UNDER THE 
ILLUSION THAT EITHER OF THEM STANDS ALONE IN THE PACIFIC 
AREA, 

DESIRING FURTHER TO STRENGTHEN THEIR EFFORTS FOR COL- 
LECTIVE DEFENSE FOR THE PRESERVATION OF PEACE AND SECURITY 
PENDING THE DEVELOPMENT OF A MORE COMPREHENSIVE AND EFFEC- 
TIVE SYSTEM OF REGIONAL SECURITY IN THE PACIFIC AREA, 

HAVE AGREED AS FOLLOWS: 

ARTICLE I - THE PARTIES UNDERTAKE TO SETTLE ANY INTER 
NATIONAL DISPUTES IN WHICH THEY MAY BE INVOLVED BY PEACEFUL 
MEANS IN SUCH A MANNER THAT INTERNATIONAL PEACE AND S- 
CURITY AND JUSTICE ARE NOT END ANGERED ANSTORERAIN IN THEIR 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS FROM THE THREAT OR USE OF FORCE IN 
ANY MANNER INCONSISTENT WITH THE PURPOSES OF THE UNITED 
NATIONS, OR OBLIGATIONS ASSUMED BY ANY PARTY TOWARD THE 
UNITED NATIONS. 

ARTICLE II - THE PARTIES WILL CONSULT TOGETHER WHENEVER, 

IN THE OPINION OF EITHER OF THEM, THE POLITICAL INDEPEND- 
ENCE OR SECURITY OF EITHER OF THE PARTIES IS THREATENED BY 
EXTERNAL ARMED ATTACK. SEPARATELY AND JOINTLY, BY SELF 
HELP AND MUTUAL AID, THE PARTIES WILL MAINTAIN AND DEVELOP 
APPROPRIATE MEANS TO DETER ARMED ATTACK AND WILL TAKE SUIT- 
ABLE MEASURES IN CONSULTATION AND AGREEMENT TO IMPLEMENT 
THIS TREATY AND TO FURTHER ITS PURPOSES. 

ARTICLE III - EACH PARTY RECOGNIZES THAT AN ARMED ATTACK 
IN THE PACIFIC AREA ON EITHER OF THE PARTIES IN TERRITORIES 
NOW UNDER THEIR RESPECTIVE ADMINISTRATIVE CONTROL, OR 
HEREAFTER RECOGNIZED BY ONE OF THE PARTIES AS LAWFULLY 
BROUGHT UNDER THE ADMINISTRATIVE CONTROL OF THE OTHER, 
WOULD BE DANGEROUS TO ITS OWN PEACE AND SAFETY AND DECLARES 
THAT IT WOULD ACT TO MEET THE COMMON DANGER IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH ITS CONSTITUTIONAL PROCESSES. 

ARTICLE IV - THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA GRANTS, AND THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA ACCEPTS, THE RIGHT TO DISPOSE UNITED 
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STATES LAND, AIR AND SEA FORCES IN AND ABOUT THE TERRITORY 
OF THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA AS DETERMINED BY MUTUAL AGREEMENT. 

ARTICLE V - THIS TREATY SHALL BE RATIFIED BY THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA AND THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH THEIR RESPECTIVE CONSTITUTIONAL PROCESSES AND WILL 
COME INTO FORCE WHEN INSTRUMENTS OF RATIFICATION THEREOF 
HAVE BEEN EXCHANGED BY THEM AT WASHINGTON. 
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ARTICLE VI - THIS TREATY SHALL REMAIN IN FORCE INDEFINITE- 
LY. EITHER PARTY MAY TERMINATE IT ONE YEAR AFTER NOTICE 
HAS BEEN GIVEN TO THE OTHER PARTY. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF THE UNDERSIGNED PLENIPOTENTIARIES 
HAVE SIGNED THIS TREATY. 

DONE IN DUPLICATE AT WASHINGTON, IN THE ENGLISH AND 
KOREAN LANGUAGES, THIS FIRST DAY OF OCTOBER 1953. 

UNDERSTANDING OF THE UNITED STATES (THE UNITED STATES 
SENATE GAVE ITS ADVICE AND CONSENT TO THE RATIFICATION OF 
THE TREATY SUBJECT TO THE FOLLOWING UNDERSTANDING:) 

IT IS THE UNDERSTANDING OF THE UNITED STATES THAT NEITHER 
PARTY IS OBLIGATED, UNDER ARTICLE III OF THE ABOVE TREATY, 

TO COME TO THE AID OF THE OTHER EXCEPT IN CASE OF AN EXTER- 
NAL ARMED ATTACK AGAINST SUCH PARTY; NOR SHALL ANYTHING IN 
THE PRESENT TREATY BE CONSTRUED AS REQUIRING THE UNITED 
STATES TO GIVE ASSISTANCE TO KOREA EXCEPT IN THE EVENT OF 
AN ARMED ATTACK AGAINST TERRITORY WHICH HAS BEEN RECOGNIZED 
BY THE UNITED STATES AS LAWFULLY BROUGHT UNDER THE ADMINIS- 
TRATIVE CONTROL OF THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA. 

(THE UNITED STATES COMMUNICATED THE TEXT OF THE UNDER- 
STANDING TO THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA IN A NOTE OF JANUARY 28, 

1954, ACKNOWLEDGED BY THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA IN A NOTE OF 
FEBRUARY 1, 1954. THE TEXT OF THE UNDERSTANDING WAS IN- 
CLUDED IN THE PRESIDENT’S PROCLAMATION OF NOVEMBER 17, 1954.) 
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